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Dear Lily,
With New Year drawing near, [ come to send you this potted orchid as a gift, only be told that
came to
you happened to be out. So I left you this note to offer you some tips on how to attend to a plant.
the
The orchid, which Yis known as a symbol of a real gentleman, are a kind of flower popular
is

among Chinese. The orchid prefers loose soil, thus allow water, air and roots to pass through the
2
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allowing
soil free. This flower doesn’t need too much water, so don’t water it too often, and its roots will
rot.
freely or
Cut off the dead leaf in time, especially those damaged by worms, in case they affect the healthy
leaves
ones.
I sincerely hope this potted orchid can bring me joy, health and happiness. Happy New Year!
you
Yours,
Li Hua
CL(E
Dear Laura,
How is everything going recently? In your previous letter, you asked me to make a survey on
factors that influence our Senior Three students’ choice of universities. The results are as follows.
A part of the students surveyed say they would take the school’s reputation into consideration
first, because they hold the view that the higher the school’s reputation is, the easier for them to
find an ideal job after graduation. Another part of the students, who think only when they are
learning what you are keen on can they be devoted to it, put the major in the first place.

Well, they’re our opinions and could you please tell me how you weigh different factors
when choosing the suitable university.

S =15:8%

Text 1

M: I thought you had planned to practice the piano today, Lisa.

W: Well, I did nothing but write letters all day.

Text 2

M: Do you want to go with me to the gym tomorrow morning? My trainer said she would give
you a free class.

W: I would love to. Just remind me to go to my dentist appointment in the afternoon.

Text 3

M: How long did it take you to finish your science project? I have been thinking about it all
weekend, and I can’t come up with anything worth making! I don’t know what to do.

W: Don’t worry, Billy. It took me a couple of months to get my science project worked out when I
was your age. It’ll come to you. Why don’t you try going to the museum?

Text 4

W: It’s so quiet up here. And look at all those stars!

M: I know. This is why I like coming up here. It’s nice to get out of the city once in a while, and I
must admit that I love sleeping outdoors like this.

Text 5

M: You have one more month here before you get transferred to the Chicago office.

W: Don’t worry. I fully intend to use this time to clean up the office and organize all the files
before I leave.

Text 6

W: Michael, your little brother was very rude to me last week. I was really surprised.
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M: I’'m sorry, Janice. He will be sixteen in three weeks, and he has changed a lot since he started
high school.

W: I have two younger brothers myself, and they are not the easiest people to get along with, so I
guess I can understand.

M: In all honesty, I know I was a pain in the neck when I was his age, too.

Text 7

M: Did you find your passport yet? The trip is in two days!

W: No, not yet, but I know it is somewhere around here!

M: Honey, you’d better find it! These tickets to France were not cheap.

W: I will, I will. You know me, always losing everything and then finding it at the last second...

M: Did you check the bathroom? Maybe it’s in your makeup bag. You could fit a house in that

thing.
: Why would I put it in there, Tim? That’s just silly. It probably fell under the desk.
: If I check in the bathroom and it’s there, you owe me a drink! That’ll be the first thing we do

< =

when we get to the airport.

W: If you say so. I'm fairly certain I’'m not that forgetful, though. Anyway, the drinks at the

airport are usually pretty pricey.

M: Well, I guess you’d better start saving...

W: Why?

M: Guess what I found next to your lipstick?

Text 8

W: What a beautiful place this is!

M: Yeah. After the grayness of New York, the colors of Hawaii seem so bright.

W: Well, I've been to a lot of amazing beaches in Thailand and Mexico, but this is definitely one
of the nicest ones I’ve been to. Why don’t we go for a swim? I hear there are lots of tropical
fish we can see.

: Good idea. I can use my new video camera — it’s waterproof.

: Wow, where did you get that?

< =X

: I got it in New York a week ago. It’s made by a company called GoPro. They specialize in
making HD video cameras for outdoor sports. The bodies of their cameras are designed to be
extra strong. The camera can handle being dropped, and I can use it underwater up to 60
meters deep.

: And it’s so small and lightweight. How much did it cost?

: Well, I could have gotten the older model for $200. But I bought the latest version for $300,
because it’s lighter and has better picture quality. I also spent an extra $50 for an extra battery

< =

pack.

W: Well, let’s go so you can use it!

Text 9

M: I am going to need those files edited and completed by Monday, Sarah. I expect to see them on
my desk first thing next week.

W: You got it, Mr. Bensen. Is there anything in particular you would like me to include?

M: Just make sure that you highlight all of our upcoming shows. I want our clients to be aware of
our new events and clothes styles.

W: Of course, sir. Should I start sending out the invitations for next month’s charity party?
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M: Yes! That needs to be a huge success if we expect anything from our summer line to be ready
anytime soon.
W: I’ll call the models this weekend and remind them of the fitting next week. Hopefully, they can
be helpful for the donations for the event.
M: I would like to think so. Isn’t that what this business is all about — making people look good
and being surrounded by the people that look the best?
W: 1 guess so, sir. I’d like to think that our market is more than just good-looking people, though.
M: What the media wants, Sarah, the media gets.
Text 10
Nothing in this world can be achieved without effort. Mozart wasn’t born a composer. He
practiced the piano from the age of three and began composing by the age of five. His father, who
was also his teacher, was very strict with the boy.
Jimi Hendrix used to walk around his house with a guitar and play up to eight hours a day. As
a child, Jimi used to listen to his father’s blues records alone with a broom, pretending to play it
like a guitar. Neither of them had their gift just given to them at birth. They had to work hard and
discover that they had a gift. And they didn’t just make do with what they had after that. They
kept at it. Hendrix didn’t even know how to read music, so everything he learned, he learned
through listening.
Another example is Albert Einstein, the father of modern physics. He was told that he would
never be a success at anything. No one wanted to hire him after he graduated from college. But he

believed in himself, and he persevered with his studies on his own.

Now, I’'m not trying to say that everyone can be a Mozart or an Einstein if they just put in a lot of
time doing something. But, with effort and passion, one can achieve a great deal. Without those
things, you’re not going to achieve much. Luck comes to those who prepare for it. If you do
something you love, don’t let little bumps along the road stop you.
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